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Fatuma’s Story
Fatuma is from Somalia and came to GEMS first as an Asylum Seeker who wanted to improve her English. She attended GEMS Learning Language for Work programme twice a week and the weekly conversation class. Fatima had no work experience but used her time when she was not allowed to work to volunteer and do courses with Corrymeela Community training as a facilitator and with Northern Ireland Communities of Refugees and Asylum Seekers (NICRAS) through their Inclusive Neighbourhood project. 

Fatuma’s application for asylum  was initially declined and she was sent to a  detention centre in Scotland This was a difficult and distressing time for Fatuma but following an appeal, she gained permission to live and work in the UK and returned to Belfast.

Maeve, GEMS NI MEESP Co-ordinator worked with Fatuma to developed a Curriculum Vitae and started job search. Fatuma’s confidence increased through support with interview skills and assistance with application forms and access to job vacancies.

Fatuma gained employment as a part time cleaner and is attending intense English classes at Belfast Metropolitan College and basic computer classes at Sandy Row Community Centre. Although she has a good level of spoken English and can read her written English is limited. Fatuma wants to develop her English skills further to improve her longer tem employment opportunities.

 Fatuma’s ambition is to become a journalist and  she wants to gain enough English to be able to train in the future for this profession. 

When asked about the GEMS service Fatuma said ‘GEMS have been really helpful and continue to provide me with support. I got my job and classes through them. I know I can always ask for the help when I need it.’ 

